52                        SAMUEL  SEWALL.

minute and definite obedience, compared with which
the Catholic rule had been license. Nowhere on the
face of the round globe have men ever been so di-
rected, inspected, and limited in a voluntary submis-
sion to public form and the general mind as here.
In the churches the rule of the congregation was in
theory supreme; but in due time church synods like
those at Cambridge and Saybrook tended to mar
this independency and impose their own decisions.
But, however governed, logically the Puritan, meeting-
house from the start took precedence of the trading-
house and the state house. The first meeting-houses
were very like barns, and have all disappeared. Their
successors were also of wood, very much like the one
at Hingham, and are also mostly gone. The third
crop of houses, at least in cities, was of Increased
dignity, as in the case of the Old South Meeting-
House, Boston, still extant, and apparently of a Dutch
type of architecture, while those of to-day assume
multiform phases of heathen or mediaeval architec-
ture, both of which at the start the Puritans abjured.
All was in sharp antithesis to most of the current
ecclesiastical architecture of the times across seas,
and a protest against aesthetics in religion.

But, however built, these houses, especially in the
country, were the centres of affairs. In some towns
people were forbid to dwell more than a mile from
meeting; the houses were often fortified with pal-
isades, and sometimes a ditch. Here on the green
auctions were held ; wolves' heads were nailed up;
publishments of intended marriages were posted;en
